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August 30, 1907 1212 

Cholera at Shanghai. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ransom reports, August 21 : Cholera 
epidemic Shanghai. 

COLOMBIA. 

Report from Cartagena— Inspection of vessels — Smallpox. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Jacobs reports, August 3 and 6 : 
Week ended August 6, 1907. 

Bills of health issued : 

United States 1 

Panama 2 

Passengers from this port 10 

Passengers in transit 22 

Immune certificates issued 3 

No quarantinable disease was reported by the authorities. 
Sanitary condition Cartagena and surrounding country, generally 
good, though smallpox is present. 

Sanitary conditions at Cartagena and in the vicinity. 

Cartagena is a city of an estimated population of 30,000, situated 
on rocky ground on Cartagena Bay and the Caribbean Sea. It is 
about 20 kilometers from the city to the end of the bay. A stretch of 
land 7 kilometers long and 3 kilometers wide at its greatest extent 
separates the bay from the sea. Across a small strait from the end of 
this peninsula is an island (Isla Boca Chica) and then another island 
(Isla Baru), separated from mainland on other side of bay by a 
strait. 

The peninsula is connected with the mainland by a narrow isthmus, 
about 14 kilometers long, which in several places is wide enough only 
for the railroad to pass. 

The original city is walled, but a great number of buildings are now 
outside of the wall. 

There is no sewerage system, rain water going from roofs into 
cisterns or into the streets. Water-closets empty into cesspools, some 
of which are walled with cement or brick and others are mere holes in 
the ground. 

The city wall also contains cisterns holding millions of gallons of 
water. There are numerous cisterns and tanks in the city that breed 
mosquitoes, but these could easily be closed and mosquito breeding 
prevented. 

The city is almost completely surrounded by a salt-water lagoon 
and if Stegomyia mosquitoes were destroyed and prevented from 
breeding it would make the risk from yellow fever small. 

The city has a waterworks system, the water being piped from a 
distance of about 13 kilometers. This has been recently completed 
and the water is used by only a small number of people. 

Wells are also quite plentiful, but I have examined several and 
found no larvae, the water being strongly alkaline and often salty. 

The garbage is removed by city wagons twice a week. 

The streets are kept fairly clean and all the courtyards of houses I 
have visited are in fair sanitary condition. 



